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Ashland, Kentucky 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding, 
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2000 Census): 21,9811 
 Race/ethnicity (2000 Census): 95.8% white; 2.3% black/African American; 0.1% 

American Indian/Alaska Native; 0.4% Asian; 0.0% Native Hawaiian/other Pacific 
Islander; 0.2% other race; 1.1% two or more races; 0.6% Hispanic/Latino (of any 
race)2 

 Ashland is located in Boyd County.3 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Stephen Gilmore4 
 Commissioners: Donald Maxwell, Larry Branham, Larry Brown, Kevin Gunderson5 
 Acting Chief of Police: Robert Ratliff6 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 There were 2 murders reported by law enforcement in Ashland during 2005.7 
 
Number of Index Offenses Reported by Police, Ashland, 2005 
Offense 2005 
Murder 2 
Rape 11 
Robbery 20 
Aggravated assault 55 
Burglary 202 
Larceny-theft 840 
Auto theft 61 
Arson 5 
Total 1,196 
 

 In 2004, the Ashland Police Department reported 138 incidents, 187 adult charges, 
and 6 juvenile charges for drug violations.8 

 During 2005, there were 466 arrests for drug abuse violations in Boyd County.9 
 
Number of Drug Arrests, Boyd County, 2005 
Drug Type # of Arrests 
Opium/cocaine and derivatives 75 
Marijuana 149 
Synthetic narcotics 20 
Other dangerous non-narcotic drugs 222 
Total drug arrests 466 
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 There were 0 juvenile and 3 adult arrests for murder in Boyd County during 2005.10 
 
Number of Arrests, Select Offenses, Boyd County, 2005 
Type of Offense Juvenile Adult Unknown Age 
Murder 0 3 0 
Forcible rape 0 5 0 
Robbery 0 21 0 
Aggravated assault 1 57 0 
Burglary 17 91 1 
Larceny-theft 43 200 2 
Motor vehicle theft 0 17 1 
Arson 0 2 0 
Driving under the influence 2 352 2 
Liquor laws 0 22 0 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 31, 2004, there were 56 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Ashland (48 officers and 8 civilians).11 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts12 
As of April 14, 2006, there were no drug courts in existence or being planned in 
Ashland. 

 
Corrections 

 Of the 8,842 Kentucky Department of Corrections admissions during 2004, 169 
involved individuals from Boyd County.13 

 
Consequences of Use 

 There were 21 collisions in Boyd County during 2004 in which the drivers were 
under the influence of drugs. One of these collisions resulted in a fatality.14 

 
Driving Under the Influence of Drugs Consequences, Boyd County, 2004 
Consequence # of Incidents 
Total collisions 21 
Fatal collisions 1 
Injury collisions 12 
Number of persons killed 1 
Number of persons injured 24 
 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau, American FactFinder: http://factfinder.census.gov/  
2 Ibid. 
3 Ashland Web site: http://www.ashlandky.org/
4 Ashland Web site: http://www.ashlandky.org/  
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5 Ashland Web site: http://www.ashlandky.org/
6 Ashland Police Department Contacts: http://www.cji.net/AshlandPD/contacts.htm  
7 Kentucky State Police, Crime In Kentucky Annual Report: 2005: 
http://www.kentuckystatepolice.org/pdf/cik2005.pdf
8 Ashland Police Department, Annual Report 2004: http://www.cji.net/AshlandPD/yearlyreport.htm  
9 Kentucky State Police, Crime In Kentucky Annual Report: 2005: 
http://www.kentuckystatepolice.org/pdf/cik2005.pdf  
10 Kentucky State Police, Crime In Kentucky Annual Report: 2005: 
http://www.kentuckystatepolice.org/pdf/cik2005.pdf
11 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States, 2004, October 2005: 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius_04/
12 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of 
Drug Court Activity by State and County, April 14, 2006: 
http://spa.american.edu/justice/publications/us_drugcourts.pdf
13 Kentucky Department of Corrections, 2004 Annual Report: 
http://www.corrections.ky.gov/NR/rdonlyres/79632815-BC3C-4927-84B4-
277A2A7103CF/0/AnnualReport2004.pdf  
14 Kentucky State Police, Traffic Collision Facts, 2004: 
http://www.kentuckystatepolice.org/pdf/KY_Traffic_Collision_Facts_2004.pdf
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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